ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
February 11, 2019
Mayor Norman E. Johnson convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 11, 2019 in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall.  Council Persons Paul Groth, Michael Juhl, Jason Squier, Ben Walk and Rose Krahenbuhl answered roll call.    Lance Schutjer, Lonnie Hillman, Justin Gooder, Robyn Knowlton, Luke Porisch, Karen Robertson, Charlotte Meitner, Jim Squier, Chrystel Berche-Press News, Rich Neerhof, Ashley DeMaris, Mike Patterson, Tim Schulz, Lindsey Falk, Brenda Esdohr,  Michael Gerk, Joel Nickerson, Steve Huebsch, and Bill Trygstad-ZRT.

Groth presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the consent agenda which consist of minutes from January 14, 2019, payment of bills, and December 2019 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Johnson opened the Public Hearing to approve Development Agreement and Tax Increment Payments at 7:01 p.m.  There were no written or verbal comments.  Public hearing was closed at 7:02 p.m.  Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2019-09 Approving Development Agreement with Timothy J. and Jodie K. Schulz and Milkhouse Candle Company, and on roll call vote ayes five.


There were no citizens wishing to speak.

Trygstad received the report from Terracon and has completed the plans for the 2019 Street & Utility Improvements for Industrial Drive and Development Park Way.  Squier presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the plans presented for 2019 Street & Utility Improvements for Industrial Drive and Development Parkway, along with setting the Public Hearing Date for March 11, 2019 at 7:05 p.m. with the bill letting at 3:00 p.m. on March 11, 2019, along with permission to submit payment for required permits needed, and on roll call vote ayes five.   


Police Chief Schutjer, Water/Waste Water Superintendent Hillman, & Municipal Superintendent Gooder presented their work reports to the Council.      

Krahenbuhl presented a motion, seconded by Groth to continue with St. Ansgar State bank as Agent of Record for the City’s Insurance, and on roll call vote ayes-Krahenbuhl & Groth, Nays-Juhl, Squier, Walk- motion did not pass.  Walk presented a motion seconded by Squier to approve request from Focus insurance to become the Agent of Record and on roll call vote, ayes-Juhl, Walk, Squier, nays-Groth, abstain-Krahenbuhl-motion passed.
Groth presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to relocate the stop signs from Washington and 4th Street to Mitchell and 4th Street before deciding whether to replace the light or not and on roll call vote ayes five.

Porisch shared a modified plan for the proposed subdivision to be in the County with the possibility of City water.  He would like to set up a meeting with the housing task force to discuss options.
Replacement Street lights will cost about $600 a piece plus labor.  There are also some underground wiring issues that should be taken care of before new lights are installed in that area.  Squier presented a motion, seconded by Groth to start by replacing 4 of the street lights to see what the difference is with Patterson purchasing 2 of the lights and the City purchasing the other 2, and on roll call vote ayes five. 
Neerhof shared with the Council that he has been having sewer issues.  After hiring a plumber, having the 

sewer camerad, and working with Superintendent Hillman it was determined that there was no issue with the property owner’s sewer and that the issue was coming from activity at Grain Millers.  Groth presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to reimburse Neerhof the $321 that it cost to have the sewer camerad, and on roll call vote ayes five. 

Ashley DeMaris was present to give a report to the Council on the financial standings of South Square.

Squier presented a motion, seconded by Walk to allow the Mayor to go ahead with pursuing a purchase agreement with the EDC and Croell Redi-Mix, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Krahenbuhl to approve Resolution 2019-10 setting the Public Hearing Date for the FY 2020 Budget Approval for March 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the next regular Council meeting, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Groth to approve Resolution 2019-11 setting the Public Hearing Date on 

2019 General Obligation Street Improvements Loan Agreement for March 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the next regular Council meeting, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Groth to approve sending a RFP to Gardner Thomsen to perform the annual 

examinations, and on roll call vote ayes.

 Meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.        
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