ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
January 14, 2019
Mayor Norman E. Johnson convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 14, 2019 in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall.  Council Persons Paul Groth, Michael Juhl, Jason Squier, Ben Walk and Rose Krahenbuhl answered roll call.   Luke Porisch, Gary Fossey, Bob McNutt, Dianne Miller, Karen Robertson, Charlotte Meitner, Jim Squier, Mike Patterson, Tim Schulz, Chaley Schulz, Lindsey Falk, Brenda Esdohr, Richard Brumm, Michael Gerk, Joel Nickerson, Travis Charlson-EJ, Brian Johnson-Jones, Haugh, Smith, Joe Heimer, Dave Falk, Ivan Wold and Bill Trygstad-ZRT were also present.

Groth presented a motion, seconded by Squier to approve the consent agenda which consist of minutes from December 10, 2018, payment of bills, December 2018 financial reports, and Tax abatement request Resolution 2019-01 for Dana & Katie Wold, Tanner & Andrea Hansen, and Thomas Mayer, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Johnson opened the Public Hearing to Convey Easement at 7:01 p.m.  There were no written or verbal comments.  Public hearing was closed at 7:02 p.m.  Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Krahenbuhl to approve Resolution 2019-02 to Convey Easement for Utilities, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Mayor Johnson opened the Public Hearing on Proposed 2019 Amendment to Urban Renewal Plan for Northwest Urban Renewal Area at 7:03 p.m. There were no written or verbal comments.  Public hearing was closed at 7:04 p.m. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2019-03 to approve 2019 Urban Renewal Plan Amendment for the Northwest Urban Renewal Area, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Johnson reflected on the past year in office and future plans and goals.

Patterson shared concerns about the street lights on 4th street and how dark it is at night. He also shared research he has done for replacement of lights. The Street Committee will look at the lighting issue and it will be added to the next agenda.  Lindsey Falk commented that the town is growing and that all tools available should be used to keep growing.  Porisch shared information on the TIF districts in the city.  

Trygstad updated the Council on the Farm Tile-Pro project and what has yet to be completed. Once information from Terracon is provided on the sink holes the plans for Development Park Way and Industrial Drive can be finalized and put on for bid in March.  


Police Chief Schutjer was present and had nothing to report to the council.   Water/Waste Water Superintendent Hillman, & Municipal Superintendent Gooder were not present.  Work reports were provided to the Council and read by the Mayor.      

Krahenbuhl presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the installation of a culvert and fill in the Alder ditch at the expense of the City, on roll call vote ayes-Krahenbuhl & Juhl, Nays-Walk, Groth, & Squier.
Squier presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to enter a Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement sponsoring the Christmas Light Committee for the purpose of applying for grants under the tax exempt status of the City with the all funds run through the city along with the contribution of $2000 to the fund, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Brian Johnson from Jones, Haugh, & Smith Engineers & Surveyors was present with plans for the Housing 

Development with cost estimates for phase 1 of the development with 13 lots.   Estimated cost with the lift station and curb and gutter is $1,071,069.44 with lot cost at $82,389.96.  Another option would be to eliminate the lift station by having each property have their own grinder pump system installed.  Estimated cost for option two would be $741,014.40 with cost per lot $57,001.11. These estimates do not include the cost of the land or any cost of street lights and electricity to the area.  A workshop will be scheduled to discuss these plans.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Krahenbuhl to approve the Urban Revitalization Plan development Proposal with NIACOG presented by Chris Diggins, and on roll call vote ayes five. 
Krahenbuhl presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2019-04 Resolution of Finding Need for 

Establishment of Urban Revitalization Area, and on roll call vote ayes five. 

Nickerson and Gerk from Focus Insurance were present to request to be the Agent of Record for the city.  The 

Insurance would not change it would stay with EMC.   The Administrative Committee will discuss and will be added to next agenda.

Replacement of the stoplight was discussed and Schutjer would like to discuss with the Community Protection Committee options to consider with replacing and possibly relocating the stop light. 

Squier presented a motion, seconded by Walk per the previously established job descriptions and city policies related to powers and duties and following the established salary resolution the following appointments are presented: City Clerk- Tami Woods, Deputy Clerk-Robyn Knowlton, City Attorney-Pat Rourick, Cemetery Sexton-Ernest Marsh, Emergency Management Committee with one-year term- Ben Walk, County E911 Board-Jon Henaman, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Squier presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the Mayor’s following appointments with Council Approval: City Treasurer-Tami Woods, Deputy Treasurer- Robyn Knowlton, Police Chief- Lance Schutjer; Board of Adjustments-Chris Krahenbuhl; Disaster Services Coordinator-Lance Schutjer,  Community Protection Advisory-Michael Juhl,  At-Large Advisory-Terri Hernan, EMT Representative-Ed Kleinwort, Fire Dept. Advisory-Dave Westrem; Police Dept. Advisory-Justin Gooder; St. Ansgar Aquatic Board Phil Baldus and Beth Jahr, and on roll call ayes five.

Mayor appointments; Mayor Pro Tem-Paul Groth, Community Protection Committee-Jason Squier-Chairman and Michael Juhl, Street, Garbage, Cemetery-Paul Groth-Chairman and Ben Walk, Policy Administration- Ben Walk-Chairman and Rose Krahenbuhl, Human Development-Rose Krahenbuhl as Chairman and Jason Squier, Water and Sewer-Michael Juhl as Chairman and Paul Groth.

           
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Krahenbuhl to approve Revised Public Funds Depository Resolution STA Bank 2019-05, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Krahenbuhl to approve Revised Public Funds Depository Resolution FS Bank 2019-06, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2019-07 Setting the Public Hearing on Development Agreement with Timothy J and Jodie K Schulz and Milkhouse Candle Company for February 11, 2019 at 7:00 o’clock p.m., and on roll call vote ayes five.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Krahenbuhl to have the Pledge of Allegiance added to future agendas, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Walk shared Policy Administration Committee update to the rest of the council, with insurance and employee wage increases discussed.


Walk presented a motions seconded Krahenbuhl to approve Resolution 2019-08 Changing the Observation of Holidays for Employees Holiday Schedule.  The changes made are moving the half day before Thanksgiving and the half day on New Year’s Eve day to a full day after Thanksgiving, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Budget worksheets were distributed to the Council to review and set up budget workshops.
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.        
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